remember so absolute a victory as he gained in this dispute." Goldsmith, it will be seen, places this occurrence at Paris, and, as one of his later editors, Mr. Gibbs, pertinently enough points out, the transference of the scene to "Les Delices" involves the not very explicable presence in Switzerland of Diderot and Fontenelle, to say nothing of the " select company of wits oi both sexes." But these discrepancies, due to haste, to confusion, or perhaps to the habit, already referred to, of "loading" his narrative, do not make it necessary to conclude that Goldsmith had not seen and heard Voltaire.
In Switzerland Goldsmith remained some time, chiefly at Geneva, visiting from thence Basle, Berne, and other places.    He speaks,  in   the  "Animated  Nature,"  of woodcocks flushed on Mount Jura, of a frozen cataract-seen at Schafifhausen, of a " very savoury dinner " eaten on the Alps.    Later, he passed into  Piedmont,   and makes reference to its floating bee-houses.     Florence, Verona, Mantua, Milan, Venice, were next journeyed to, and Padua, for which city is also claimed the credit of his medical degree.    In Italy, where every peasant was a musician, his flute had lost its charm, and he seems to have subsisted, if we again accept him as the prototype of George Primrose, chiefly by disputation.    " In all the foreign universities and convents, there are upon certain days philosophical theses maintained against every adventitious disputant; for which, if the champion opposes with any dexterity, he can claim a gratuity in money, a dinner, and a bed for one night."   Thus he fought his way from city to city until, at the end  of  1755, he